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Ocelot Successfully Completes its 41st Blast Test 

Ocelot, a cutting edge light protected patrol vehicle, has successfully completed its 41st 
blast test Force Protection Europe announced today with the latest results 
demonstrating not only the integrity of the vehicle but also its modularity and ease of 
repair. 

The British designed and engineered solution has undergone a range of tests in the last 
twelve months including a variety of simulated mine and IED attacks.  During each of 
these tests Ocelot has demonstrated improved survivability performance, fully meeting 
Force Protection Europe’s programme development expectations for this vehicle.  

Key to Ocelot’s unique, modular design is the ability to easily repair the vehicle, 
following a blast, even in the austere confines of a forward operating base. One Ocelot 
pod has already undergone ten blast trials and established how easily it can be repaired 
- at low cost – and how quickly it can be back in service. The design has also confirmed 
the potential for significant through life cost savings on the vehicle because it does not 
include sacrificial elements as part of its protection package. 

“We are delighted with the progress that is being made on the Ocelot development 
programme.  The blast tests are just one of the areas that we have been testing, others 
have included manoeuvrability and cross country ability/off road agility and in all of 
these the vehicle has performed magnificently,” said David Hind, Managing Director of 
Force Protection Europe. “The progress that the engineers not only from Force 
Protection Europe and our partners Ricardo plc but also our supply chain, are making is 
awe inspiring and shows real commitment to provide a truly fit-for-purpose, high 
mobility, protected solution ready to be put in service with armed forces worldwide.” 

Force Protection Europe has used its own facilities to provide a quick turnaround on the 
results, giving the programme team the widest flexibility.  The facilities use the latest 
telemetry and high speed technology to capture data. 



Ocelot has the flexibility to perform a range of roles including patrol, fire support and 
protected logistics. Innovative features include role-specific pods which can be fitted 
quickly to the core automotive armoured V-shaped hull in the field. The armoured hull 
houses the main fuel tank, drive line, batteries and generator as well as the powerpack, 
which includes the engine, gearbox, auxiliary fuel tank and associated ECUs (electronic 
control units). The vehicle has been designed from the outset to be easily repaired and 
maintainable in the austere environment of a forward operating base. Commercial off 
the shelf (COTS) components have been used to ensure maximum availability of spares 
worldwide. 

Designed for exceptional manoeuvrability, Ocelot is equally effective in the tight 
confines of built-up urban areas and for tactical manoeuvre on difficult terrain typically 
found on current operations in Afghanistan.  

The excellence of Force Protection’s survivability technologies are amply demonstrated 
by the performance of the company’s Mastiff and Ridgback Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected (MRAP) vehicles.  The Cougar vehicles upon which they are based are 
recognised around the world as offering the highest levels of survivability.  
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Background information: 

About Team Ocelot: Team Ocelot brings together a number of contractors, specialist and best in class 
development and manufacturing companies and systems integrators, under the umbrella of Force 
Protection Europe, as the prime contractor and survivability specialist , to design, develop, manufacture 
and support the next generation of light protected vehicles for the defence market in the United Kingdom. 
The design provides the very best levels of protection for troops – comparable with the Cougar family of 
Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles – while also offering exceptional cross country 
mobility, flexibility and value for money. The vehicles’ unique modular design, protects the occupants and 
also its critical components from mine and blast threats, and enables rapid mission re-roling. Growth for 
payload, power management and incremental uplift are designed in from the outset.  The Team consists 
of, Force Protection Europe, Ricardo Plc, Thales UK, QinetiQ, Formaplex and the Defence Support 
Group. 
 
Force Protection Europe Ltd (FPE) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Force Protection Industries, Inc. 
(FPII) - the world's leading provider of survivability solutions. FPII’s Cougar MPRAP vehicles (in service 
with the British Army as Mastiff, Ridgback and Wolfhound) are acknowledged globally as providing the 
highest levels of blast protection. FPE has been established to create a UK leader in the provision and 
sustainment of survivability solutions based on tactical wheeled vehicles. www.forceprotection.net 
 
Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, 
Italy, Russia, China, Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and 
strategic consultant to the world's transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company's 



engineering expertise ranges from vehicle systems integration, controls, electronics and software 
development, to the latest driveline and transmission systems and gasoline, diesel, hybrid and fuel cell 
powertrain technologies, as well as wind energy and tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to 
excellence and industry leadership in people, technology and knowledge; approximately 70 percent of its 
employees are highly qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers and technicians. A public 
company, Ricardo plc posted sales of £178.8 million in financial year 2009 and is a constituent of the 
FTSE techMark 100 index - a group of innovative technology companies listed on the London Stock 
Exchange.  For more information, visit www.ricardo.com  
 
Force Protection, Inc. Safe Harbor Language  
This press release contains forward looking statements that are not historical facts, including statements 
about our beliefs and expectations. These statements are based on beliefs and assumptions of Force 
Protection Inc.’s management, and on information currently available to management. These forward 
looking statements include, among other things: the growth and demand for Force Protection Inc.’s 
vehicles, including the Ocelot vehicle; the benefits and suitability of the Ocelot; the rate at which the 
Company will be able to produce these vehicles; its expected work completion dates for the vehicles and 
the ability to meet current and future requirements; and the Company’s expected financial and operating 
results, including its revenues and cash flow, for future periods. Forward-looking statements speak only 
as of the date they are made, and the Company undertakes no obligation to update any of them publicly 
in light of new information or future events. A number of important factors could cause actual results to 
differ materially from those contained in any forward-looking statements. Examples of these factors 
include, but are not limited to, the ability to effectively manage the risks in the Company’s business; the 
ability to develop new technologies and products and the acceptance of these technologies and products; 
the ability to obtain and complete new orders for its vehicles and products; and other risk factors and 
cautionary statements listed in the Company’s periodic reports filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, including the risks set forth in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year 
ended December 31, 2009 and Quarterly Report on Form 10Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2010. 

 


